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TORAT  Parashat Va’etchanan HAMELECH 

Mitsvot at Marah 

In this week’s parashah, the Aseret HaDibrot are 

repeated, with slight variation. One variation is 

the reference to this that the mitzva of Kibud Av 

V’eim – honoring one’s parents – was already 

given prior to Matan Torah, at a place called 

Marah. Why is that significant? 

Sefer HaChinuch explains that the mitzvah of 

Kibud Av V’eim is primarily based upon the 

concept of hakarat hatov, acknowledgment of 

benevolence and an attempt to reciprocate. 

That being so, someone who feels that his parents 

did not provide for him his basic needs as a child 

and youngster, may feel not so compelled to 

honor them. That is why, explains Rav Meir 

Simcha HaKohen of Dvinsk in his sefer Meshech 

Chochma, this mitzvah was given to us at Marah. 

What happened at Marah? We were hungry and 

thirsty. We were in a desert. We had no 

homeland. We were the epitome of “the 

wandering Jew”. Our parents were helpless as 

well. Father could not provide his young with 

bread, nor could mothers give them water. We 

were all in Hashem’s Hands. He alone supplied 

our needs, in Marah and throughout our forty 

year sojourn. The mothers did not do laundry 

either. Their clothes grew with them and the 

Clouds of Glory provided all laundering and 

ironing needs. 

And there, yes there, exactly under those very 

conditions, we were commanded to honor our 

folks. To show you that, yes, under normal 

circumstances, the mitzvah is intertwined with 

hakorat hatov. Intertwined, yes; dependent, no. 

So even if, over the course of time, there will be 

some youngsters or older ones who feel not so 

indebted to their parents, that is irrelevant. The 

mitzvah of kibud horim is just as applicable, as it 

was given first at Marah, when our parents barely 

did a thing for us. 

Goodness 

Another variation is the added phrase, “lema’an 

yitav lach” – “in order that He should be 

benevolent unto you”. In Parashat Yitro, we were 

only guaranteed longevity for fulfilling this 

mitzvah. Here, we are guaranteed “goodness”. 

This includes all forms of goodness: wealth, 

health, prosperity, dignity, etc. 

Even longevity and wisdom are means of 

receiving deserved honor, thus it is fitting reward 

for those who afford respect to their parents. 

A Gold Mine 

Honor your parents and your children will honor 

you. They will see the role model. 

Realize that honoring parents is simply a mitzvah, 

no less than eating matzah on Pesach and taking 

the four Species on Sukkot. Each time you service 

them, another mitzvah. Don’t delay! If your 

parents are around, you are in a gold mine! You 

can pick up valuable treasures all the time, if you 

just pay attention to their needs and wants. 
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Stones and Cows 

Dama ben Netina was a non-Jew who lived in 

Ashkelon, in the times of the second Beit 

Hamikdash. A precious stone was lost from the 

priestly vestments. The Sages were sent to 

procure a replacement. They were directed to 

Dama who was known to broker such stones. 

Indeed, he had the item, but he refused to wake 

up his sleeping father, despite the outrageous 

price offered. Only after his father awoke on his 

own did Dama pursue the Sages and sell the 

stone for the first price offered. 

Hashem rewarded him by having his cow give 

birth to a red heifer, which he sold to the Sages, 

for the highest price that they had offered for the 

stone, thereby receiving his reward in this world. 

The Gemara retells us this story in order to 

impress upon us the importance of Kibud Av 

V’Eim, including avoiding causing them any pain, 

discomfort or disturbance. Additionally, we gain a 

glimpse of the unfathomable reward for this 

mitzvah. 

Sage Counsel 

Says the Pele Yo’eitz: Too many people these 

days are lax in this mitzvah. Instead of honoring 

parents, they tend to disgrace them. They do not 

do as they are told. They act in a way which 

brings disgrace to the parents. As they act to their 

parents, their children will act towards them. We 

can never do this mitzvah properly, as hard as we 

may try. We still must do our best. 

Yaakov Avinu missed out on 22 years of honoring 

his parents. He paid for that dearly, with the 

disappearance of his beloved Yosef. For how 

long? 22 years! Exactly! 

Yosef Hatsaddik was meant to live until 120. Why 

were ten years cut off of his life? Because he 

allowed others to refer to his father Yaakov as his 

[Yosef’s] servant ten times and he did not protest. 

Too many children these days simply believe 

themselves to be so much wiser than their 

parents. Therefore they look down upon their 

parents. They should be made aware that much 

wisdom is acquired with age and experience. 

These youngsters think they know better, but… 

they don’t. 

People spend so much money on mitsvot such as 

petichat haheichal and sandaka’ut. They believe 

them to be great segulot for prosperity and 

success. Little do they realize that all the segulot 

in the world cannot compare to the Torah’s 

guarantee, “Honor you father and your mother… 

so that your days will be lengthened and so that it 

should be good for you.” 

A Pair of Tefillin 

One day a grandfather came to visit his 

grandchildren. He noticed an interesting 

phenomenon. The mother asked one of the 

children to take out the garbage. 

The child responded ‘why me’. 

The same response was heard from the next two 

children. The fourth child was already a bit wiser. 

He said, “Let’s have a raffle and see who comes 

out.” 
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The grandfather was devastated. He called the 

children together and rolled up his sleeve. “Do 

you see this number on my arm?” he asked. “As 

you know, I was in Auschwitz. Now I want to tell 

you how I got there. 

When the Nazis yimach shemam took over our 

city, they gathered everyone to a certain place, 

between two trains. They were telling some 

people to go to one and others to go to the other 

one. They sent my father to the train on the right 

and my mother with all the children to the train 

on the left. At the time, we had no idea where 

either train was going. We later found out that 

men were taken to work and the others were 

taken to die al kiddush Hashem. 

“I was squashed with my mother and siblings on 

the Death Train. My mother opened her small 

bag of belongings and noticed my father’s tefillin. 

Immediately, she turned to me and said, ‘Quick 

take this to Father and come right back.’ 

“Without hesitation, I dashed from train to train. 

The place was full of Nazi soldiers. Somehow no 

one noticed me. The other train was also full, so 

it took some time until I found my father. Just as I 

found him, the doors of the train closed. At the 

time, I was petrified. I later found out that this 

mitzvah of listening to my mother to bring tefillin 

to my father saved my life. 

“So when your mother asks you to take out the 

garbage do not delay. Jump at the opportunity! If 

the Torah says that kibud av v’eim lengthens your 

days, remember me and believe it!” 

Five Lirot 

A young man named Pinchus was diagnosed with 

a serious illness. Doctors told him that his days 

were numbered. He decided to get a bracha 

from the Chazon Ish. Public transportation those 

days to Bnei Brak was no simple matter. He 

decided to rent a car for five lirot. 

He arrived at the Chazon Ish and began telling his 

story. After listening quietly, the Chazon Ish 

asked, “Do you have parents?” 

Surprised at the question, Pinchus answered, 

“Yes.” 

“How much did it cost you to get here?” 

“Five lirot.” 

“And when was the last time you did something 

for your parents for even one lira?” 

Pinchus thought hard. He could not remember. 

The Chazon Ish continue, “You spent five lirot to 

get here, not knowing if I would be home, if I 

would let you in, if I would bless you. And the 

Torah says that for honoring parents, you receive 

longevity.” 

Pinchus got the message. He began doing more 

for his parents and lived past ninety in good 

health. 

Oy, Reb Chaim! 

One day, Rebbetzin Barzam told her father, the 

Steipler, “Chaim pulled a muscle in his back.” 

The Steipler immediately went to the home of his 

son, Rav Chaim Kanievsky, and told him, “Lie 

down and pick up your shirt.” 
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Without hesitation, Reb Chaim wen to lie down 

and picked up his shirt. The Steipler came and sat 

next to him and put some oil on his hands. He 

then massaged Reb Chaim’s back for several 

minutes. Then he stood up and said, “Rest for a 

few hours.” 

Reb Chaim wanted to walk his father to the door, 

but he had to follow his father’s orders so he 

remained in bed. 

The Steipler returned home and Rebbetzin 

Barzam asked him where he had gone. When he 

told her, she said, “I meant my son-in-law, Reb 

Chaim Kluft! Not my brother, Rav Chaim 

Kanievsky!” 

The Steipler immediately went back to Reb 

Chaim’s house to tell him that he could get out of 

bed. He knew that Reb Chaim would continue to 

lie as his father had instructed even though he 

had no idea why his father told him to do that. 

Father Comes First 

Moshe Volkin learned in Yeshivat Mir. He was so 

excited to receive a ticket to go to Meron with his 

friends for Lag BaOmer. When he told his father 

about it, his father (Reb Aharon Volkin from 

Lakewood) said, “Come with me to visit Zaidy. 

Then we will go to Meron in the middle of the 

night and return to Yerushalayim for Shabbat.” 

Young Moshe had already made plans to spend 

Shabbat in Tzefat with his friends. But at his 

father’s behest he immediately changed his plans. 

He went to visit his grandfather and only left 

close to midnight. As they approached Meron, 

police stopped them and told them that Meron 

was closed to all traffic. They must turn back. 

Only in the morning did Moshe hear the 

horrifying news of the death of his two close 

friends, D. Steinmetz and Y.Y. Kahan, along with 

tens of others who had come to daven there and 

participate in the festivities. 

Moshe then realized that Kibud Av V’eim saved 

his life and lengthened his days. R’ Aharon also 

commented, “I thought I was going for the sake 

of my father. In the end, it also saved my son.” 

Here and Now 

In conclusion, a person should realize that the 

mitsvah of kibud av v’eim is a tremendous 

opportunity. It should not be viewed as a burden, 

but as a great privilege. Nor should it be 

postponed, as in, “Ma, I’ll do it later.” 

A person should do whatever he can to make his 

parents comfortable, and avoid doing that which 

brings them distress. 

A home in which kibud av v’eim is a prominent 

theme is more likely to operate smoothly and 

children raised therein more often turn out 

emotionally healthy and become sources of pride 

to their parents. 

Special attention must be given to new needs of 

aging parents. Just remember – all you do for 

your parents, you will get back, in this world and 

the next. 

Fondly, Shabbat Shalom Umevorach, 

Mordechai Malka 


